
Rotherham School Improvement Partnership Mission: 

all students making at least good progress; no underperforming cohorts;  all teachers delivering at least good learning; and all schools moving to at least the next level of successful performance 
 

  Google Arts & Culture: - features from over 2000 leading museums and archives. It 
includes a full and easy to follow A-Z of artists', mediums, art movement, historical 
figures and places. This is a great resource which can be used by all key stages and 
ages. 
 
The Royal Academy for the Arts: - Explore The RA's Exhibitions, Events, Short 
courses and classes. Postgraduate programme. Diverse events programme. Courses: 
Life drawing, History of exhibitions, Art management, Art theory  

https://artsandculture.google.com/ 
 
 
 
 
www.royalacademy.org.uk 

  The Art Newspaper:-  is a monthly print publication, with daily updates online, 
founded in 1990 and based in London and New York City. 
 
The Artist Magazine  
The Artist magazine is the UK’s leading practical art magazine and the essential source 
of inspiration, advice and information for all artists, since its launch in 1931. With the 
demise of the teaching of traditional drawing and painting skills in our art schools, The 
Artist stands out for its commitment to teach traditional artistic skills and techniques 
in all media, covering all traditional subject  matter. Written by artists, for artists, every 
issue is packed with practical articles to inspire artists of all levels, and includes 
interviews with top professional artists who provide insights into their approach and 
working methods. With regular up-to-date information on the latest art materials 
available, exhibitions to see and enter, events, opportunities, books, courses, and the 
business side of being a full-time artist, The Artist is an essential and inspirational 
resource for all artists, whether a passionate amateur or hard-working professional.  

www.theartnewspaper.com 
 
 
https://www.magazine.co.uk/magazines/the-artist-magazine  

  BBC iplayer Arts: - Browse the Arts category for available TV programmes to watch 
on BBC iPlayer. 
 
 Arts A-Z  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/arts/featured 

  Podcasts | Tate 
Tune in to listen to podcasts from Tate about the lives of artists and the stories behind 
their work. Our new series Walks of Art.  
 
 Art Matters on Apple Podcasts 
A podcast exploring the interesting ways art meets popular culture and non-
traditional art topics. Take a look at art history and visual culture. 

www.tate.org.uk › art › podcasts 
 
 
 
podcasts.apple.com › podcast › art-matters 

Developing subject knowledge for teaching Art & Design in the primary school 



Rotherham School Improvement Partnership Mission: 

all students making at least good progress; no underperforming cohorts;  all teachers delivering at least good learning; and all schools moving to at least the next level of successful performance 
 

  Reading to develop a better understanding about Art & Design : 
 
Drawing Made Easy by Barrington Barber: - This fully illustrated, user-friendly drawing manual by globally best-selling artist Barrington 
Barber incorporates all the elements of his highly successful teaching style. It demonstrates that, with practice and persistence, all of us can 
benefit from this marvellously satisfying activity. Drawing Made Easy includes lessons and exercises that describe the basic skills, from giving 
the appearance of three-dimensionality to using tone. 
 
Painting for the Absolute and Utter Beginner Paperback by Claire Watson Garcia :- Based on the authors successful courses and 
workshops, Painting for the Absolute and Utter Beginner really does start at the beginning, helping new painters find ""what works"" while 
providing information on all the necessary tools, tips, and techniques they’ll need to create a representational painting. The chapters follow a 
progressive sequence that teaches basic skills through practical, accessible exercises - how to handle a brush, achieve the right paint 
consistency, mix colour, and create dimension - building a solid foundation that readers can rely on as painting projects grow more 
challenging. A special feature is the artwork and commentary of real students, which helps beginners set realistic goals and shows them how 
other artists at the same level of experience have worked through inevitable setbacks to achieve success. 
 
Sculpture: Technique, Form, Content (A Guide For Teachers) Teacher's Ed Edition by Arthur Williams :- From plaster to clay moulds to 
metal, every practical aspect of sculpting is taught in this essential workbench reference. The first techniques are basic traditional methods, and 
then they progress to newer processes and tools, and go on to the very latest in technology. Photographs show students and artists at work 
supported by detailed instruction and observations, lending the feel of an authentic classroom. 
 
Drawing Projects for Children by Paula Briggs: - informative and inspiring, Drawing Projects for Children is a beautifully illustrated collection 
of activities that will expand the mark making abilities and imagination of children of all ages. 
 
Useful websites and organisations to join 
The use of sketchbooks at Gomersal Primary School (http://gomersalprimaryschoolart.blogspot.com/2017/06/sketchbook-use.html)   
Since the introduction of the use of sketchbooks in the KS2 National Curriculum, we have incorporated them into our creative curriculum at 
Gomersal Primary School. Every child from Year 1 to Year 6 has a sketchbook which is kept close to hand whenever we are creating, learning 
and developing new ideas, both in the art room and within classrooms. The sketchbook does not follow the school's presentation or marking 
policy; we feel very strongly that it belongs to the child. It's not just a book - it is a space where children can freely express, create, develop and 
learn, often with limited guidance from the teacher. The sketchbook should be at the centre of their creativity.   
 
The Big Draw (formerly known as The Campaign for Drawing) https://thebigdraw.org/the-campaign-for-drawing  
This was launched in 2000 by the Guild of St George, a small charity, to commemorate its founder, the great Victorian writer, philosopher and 
artist, John Ruskin. An independent visual literacy charity since 2006, The Big Draw still upholds Ruskin's belief that drawing helps us to 
understand and see the world more clearly. 

Reading for pleasure, interest in the subject of Art & Design & for developing wider understanding of this subjects place in a broad & balanced Curriculum. 



Rotherham School Improvement Partnership Mission: 

all students making at least good progress; no underperforming cohorts;  all teachers delivering at least good learning; and all schools moving to at least the next level of successful performance 
 

  Reading to develop a better understanding about Art & Design : 
 
Drawing is a means of obtaining and communicating knowledge - John Ruskin 
The Big Draw raises the profile of drawing as a tool for thought, creativity, social and cultural engagement. The Campaign has created a new 
regard for the power of drawing to help people see, think, invent and take action. Its long-term ambition is to change the way drawing is 
perceived by educationalists and the public. This has won support from leading practitioners in the creative industries and in art, architecture 
and design colleges, signalling an overdue realisation that drawing is fundamental to the training of students in these disciplines. The Big Draw 
takes a wider view. It sees drawing as a basic human skill useful in all walks of life. Our work will finish when the words 'I can't draw' are 
dropped from our vocabulary. 
 
What is the Artsmark Award? https://www.artsmark.org.uk  
The Artsmark Award is the only creative quality standard for schools and education settings, accredited by Arts Council England. We support 
settings to develop and celebrate their commitment to arts and cultural education. 

 Build young people’s confidence, character and resilience through arts and cultural education 
 Use Artsmark’s clear and flexible framework to embed creativity across your whole curriculum and use it to address school improvement 

priorities 
 Celebrate your long-term commitment to cultural education with pupils, parents and your local community 

 
Arts Award https://www.artsaward.org.uk/ 
This inspires young people to grow their arts and leadership talents: it's creative, valuable and accessible. Arts Award can be achieved at five 
levels, four qualifications and an introductory award. Discover, Explore, Bronze, Silver and Gold. 
 
Sharing visual arts inspiration a UK charity directed by Paula Briggs & Sheila Ceccerelli  https://www.accessart.org.uk/  
Their aim is simple- to inspire and enable high quality visual arts teaching, learning and practice. A small monthly membership fee allows 
access to 100+ resources for Years 1-6. 

Reading for pleasure, interest in the subject of Art & Design & for developing wider understanding of this subjects place in a broad & balanced Curriculum. 


